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We are thrilled that the Holesome Man was available for
a quick write-up on the newly assembled type family of the
Pizza Comrades cartoon.

His deep knowledge of art and typography make him the
supreme candidate for this short overview.

He is the only Comrade to receive the Chain Award ten times
in arow and one of the few recipients of the prestigious
Block of Honor. He taught countless students at Holesome
University and his numerous publications are a staple of

any serious library.

In this Manual he sheds light on Pizzascript.
Where it comes from, how it was used before and what can
be done with it today.

A The Holesome Man in his home in the
suburbs of Block City

Pizzascript

Its origins and use
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Preface

| want to talk to you.
| want to talk to you about a signal.

A signal that found its way through the cold expanse

of the Yonder. A signal we caught with a modified Machine
ElIf Broadband Receiver. A signal that went straight to

our hearts.

We don’t know who sent it. We don’t know why it was sent or
if it was on purpose. But we do know what it brought.

The Pizza Comrades. A phenomenon. A show of cultural
significance, rife with stories, adventures, tragedies.

And signs.

There is always a sign within the word signal, of course.
But in this case there are many signs. Or letters if you like.
They are all over this show and play a big role as well.

It’s time to get to know them, Comrade.
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Origins



Letters of Credit(s)
| don’t have to introduce the Pizza Comrades cartoon to you.
Every Comrade knows it. Every Comrade loves it. There’s no
rival. It’s the best.

Channel 9 sits on a treasure trove of thousands of episodes

in their archives. And they guard it as such. Stored within

: secure facilities, distributed across multiple undisclosed

L] ™ locations, protected from environmental degradation and

F] !ﬂ potential external threats.

5__ l Though no one really studied the letters that are used

throughout the show. As so often, they were overlooked,

taken for granted, overshadowed by the action.

But these letters are the glue that hold everything together.
Without them, it falls apart.
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| don’t talk about the show’s logo here or other brands within
the show. | talk about every other lettering.

Words that are used to open the show, for dialogue, for
exclamations, on signs, in letters or recipes - everything
that is written.

|-'- | .|||||'I|'|| . -

B Pizza Comrades title screen with Pizzascript
B Burnt and Romantic in use.
From episode 1153: “The Oregano Conspiracy”.
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Sample letterings from the show
A heartfelt GM
The famous catchphrase

Excerpt from the episode list
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The letters used in the show can be grouped into four

G The basic character set of Pizzascript

distinct styles. The core of the family is a pretty neutral H The styles of Pizzascript
regular style. Regular is used most often, perhaps
because it’s the most legible style.
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Charred and Burnt are bolder versions of
this concept and used in cases where more
impact is necessary, to highlight things
and to make them appear important. The
Romantic style is used least. It appears
when the message should be perceived
calmer, more poetic or to highlight things
without getting bolder, more subtle.



calm expressive calm expressive

bright bright

bold bold

The four styles can be categorized in a
chart - from calm and bright to bold and
expressive.

Allow me to speculate as a fan. And this
is not scientific at all but | see a similar
pattern in the four heroes of the show. Of
course, we don’t know what the creators
of the show were thinking but it’s possible
there is something to it.



Looking closer

The most character inducing factor of Pizzascript is the cap
height of six units. This forces the typeface to be dynamic,
because there is no possible vertical center. This can clearly
be seen in letters like H or E, for example.

But this affects the lowercase as well. | Letter H, shown with grid (opposite page)

To be readab|e, it needs 5 units in helght J Ascenders, descenders and the dynamics they force
but at the same time it needs 2 units for

ascenders and descenders. This is not possible when you

want the script to be compact and therefore don’t want to

exceed the cap height.

So the solution is — again — a dynamic one. The x-height has

to shift down to make room for ascenders and the baseline

alignment has to shift up for the descenders.

Action built-in, so to speak.
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But the letterers of the show didn’t stop there and doubled
down on this concept of vertical shifts.

Throughout the series letters are rarely displayed in a
straight line of text but rather with shifting positions, in order
to give the words an even more dynamic feel - supporting
the action of the plot.

There are four kinds of shifts and they appear in every style.
We don’t know if they had names originally but we call them
modes and name them for convenience.

First we have “Bubble Down”, every other letter shifts down
one unit. The second one is “Bubble Up”, every other letter
shifts up. The third one uses up and down shifts continuously
and is called “Tapeworm”. Lastly there is a style called
“Organic” that shifts letters randomly.

These modes are like the yeast in a pizza dough, while
the structural ideas are the flour, resulting in a bubbly and

flavorful product.

The sourdough is strong in this typeface.

K The five modes of Pizzascript (opposite page)
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Alternates

In movies, alternates play a significant role: alternating
camera angles, alternating timelines, alternating visual
styles, and so on. The same principle applies to letterforms.
Sometimes it makes sense to introduce alternate shapes in
a specific context to change the mood or simply to make the
type fit better.

In the lettering of Pizza Comrades, this occurs only occa-
sionally. However, the uppercase | is sometimes replaced
with a more technical version. In Pizzascript Romantic, when
a more poetic tone is desired, selected uppercase letters are
substituted with swash versions.

L Screen of the Pizza Machine, from
episode 805: “Pizza For All” with alternate |,
compared to default version (bottom).

J Excerpt from a letter by Lady Valentine,
from episode 696: “From Pepperonia with Love”,
containing a swash L.
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Iconography

From time to time the Pizza Comrades lettering division
uses icons and emoji in order to convey meaning. This might
be the only way to match the quick pacing of the show and
at the same time it is direct and punchy.

| know, | said | wanted to talk to you about letters but these
symbols are not far from letters. In essence they are letters
compressed into shape - the diamonds of the alphabet.

The most prominent of these symbols found their way into
Pizzascript. There might be updates with more of them in
future versions.

N A few icon samples from the show (opposite page).

O Of course there is a pizza icon.
In the show it is oftentimes used for a spinning animation,
to convey the passing of time.
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Get Schlorpy

As soon as episode 2121 had aired Ze Great Schlorp became
a fan favorite. The hatchling from an ancient cosmic being

is mysterious, likeable and a little creepy at the same time.
Despite its popularity many fans aren’t aware of the fact that
Ze Great Schlorp does seem to write. There are a few hints
and glimpses in the cartoon showing Schlorpian books.

Although Holesome University is leading scientific studies
to understand this writing system - and some obsessed
cultists in the underbelly of Block City try the same - no one
succeeded so far.
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P Ze Great Schlorp (opposite page)

Q Schlorpian writings,
from episode 2474: “Look what the cat dragged in”




Current understanding suggests that the system is binary

in nature. It consists of a single sign that may be rendered in
either a short or a long form. While the Short Sign has a fixed
size, the Long Signh may extend to virtually any length - at
minimum twice that of the Short Sign, but often much longer,
spanning multiple lines or even entire pages. The underlying
reason for this remains unknown. However, the prevailing
hypothesis is that the length is influenced by mood.

Both forms of the sign may carry accents positioned either
above or below. For a long time, the scientific consensus
held that these accents were random or determined by mood
as well. This assumption is now considered unlikely.

Schlorpian text appears to function as a continuous,
interconnected structure. Downward accents from one line
connect with the line below, while upward accents link to
the preceding line.

R Short Sign, Long Sign and longer Long Sign

S Schlorpian Long Sign with accents (in pink for illustrative purposes)

T Two lines of Schlorpian text with accents and the
interlinear pattern they create; first line in black, second line in pink
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It is now understood that the interlinear space utilized by
the accents is essential for interpreting the text’s meaning.
They seem to tell a story within the story in ways we cannot
quite grasp. We literally need to read between the lines to
understand the wisdom of Ze Great Schlorp.

We also know that this writing is slow. About as slow as

Ze Great Schlorp itself. It is so alienly slow that one letter

or what we would call a letter, may extend across hundreds
of pages. And the next time this letter appears, it will be
slightly different. It all depends on mood and circumstance.
It's chaos and eternity staring you in the face, laughing at
your inferiority.

Given these characteristics, computational assistance is
required to attempt to read Schlorpian. Even the brightest
minds get lost after a few pages.

Nevertheless, you can now channel your inner Schlorp and
write like one - with Pizzascript. At least visually. You won’t be
able to transmit meaning but it looks cool. Find further details

URUE] Use Section.
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Four fonts The lettershapes described above are inherently tied to
the Pizza Comrades, their world and their adventures.
The connection is so strong that the typeface is instantly
recognizable to true fans - so much so that it has become
synonymous with the show itself.

All the 4 styles used in the cartoon are available for digital
i E g I-I a r typesetting now: Regular, Charred, Burnt & Romantic.
u
Offered as .oftf files for desktop and .woff2 files for the web.
These are the official versions of Pizzascript.
I a r r E Their character set and functionality is described on the
{o]|[e) V[ ReET[-1-M => Download them here!
The fonts come in two sizes: 5 px and 10 px.
E - H - t The size describes in which intervals they appear pixel
other fonts, because their relative sizes match. But the sizes
= in which the type fits the pixel grid are limited. The
. 5 px version is the opposite. Best used alone but ;heﬁg[}jf::;’l;':g;‘;,izzascript
l.l -! I = it falls on the pixel grid twice as often. Usually the
-

perfect on screen. Both have their pros and cons.

The 10 px version is best when used in combination with
better choice. If you design for print you don’t have

to worry about any of this.

Now let your pizza flag fly, Comrade.



https://nomorelabs.xyz/dl/Pizzascript.zip
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Character Set

Pizzascript
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Pizzascript Romantic

Basic Alphabet

28

Character Set
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Pizzascript Charred Character Set
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Pizzascript Burnt

Character Set

e AREEREELNIIRLMNBROPER S
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Diacritics
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. . OpenType features are supported by most design apps (InDesign, Figma etc.)
Plzzascrlpt OpenType Featu res m and in web browsers via the font-feature-settings property.
Stylistic Set 01  This feature activates the first of the four shift modes. Stylistic Set 07 This feature enables you to write in a Schlorpian fashion.
Bubble Down Every even letter shifts down. Schlorpian Mode Period (.) writes a Short Sign, multiple periods write a Long Sign,

Space differentiates between Short and Long Sign,

I:I:Imr..ade % I: m a E 1creates an upward accent, 2 creates a downward accent
i Lo o= o4 2o

Stylistic Set 02 This feature activates the second of the four shift modes.
Bubble Up Every even letter shifts up. Swashes This feature substitutes uppercase letters with their swashy / calligraphic version.
This is only available in the Romantic style.

Comrade - ComKade g5 . FoF

Stylistic Set 02 This feature activates the third of the four shift modes.

Tapeworm  Letters shift up and down continuously. Contextual Alternates/ This feature substitutes letter combinations —> See Cheat Sheet (p 36) for the full list

Stylistic Alternates  with icons and emoji.
Icon Recipes

Comrade - Compade L B T =

Stylistic Set 04 This feature activates the fourth of the four shift modes.
Organic Letters shift up and down randomly.

Comrade - Comfade

Stylistic Set 05 This feature changes the letter | and all derivatives
Alternate| into its alternate version.

FIZZAFIE » PIZZA PIE

Stylistic Set 06 This feature changes the space character to its narrower version
Minimal Space that is exactly one unit wide.
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https://www.fairetype.com/blog/guide-to-using-opentype-features
https://developer.mozilla.org/en-US/docs/Web/CSS/font-feature-settings

Cheat Sheet

_COMRADE
_COMRADES
_COMRADE.

_MNMLCOMRADE
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Contextual Alternates

Recipes

This only works with activated Contextual Alternates Feature
in your design app or CSS. The recipes can be typed in upper- or lowercase.

_FACE

_FACE2

_MNMLFACE

_MNMLFACE2

_MNMLFACE3

_MNMLFACE4

_MNMLFACE5

_MNMLFACE6

_FIRE

_YONDER

_ZEROXDEAD

_PIZzA

_SLICE

_BTC

_ETH

o

L
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_HEART

_HEART2

_HEART3

_SKULL

_SKULL2

_SKULL3

_HASHTAG

_BITCOINSIGN

_BITCOINBLOCK

_ZEDARKSIDE

_ZEDARKSIDE2

_CHANNEL9

_CHANNEL9HD

_NML
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https://nomorelabs.xyz

